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Goals 

 Increase installations 

 Increase installers 

 Support manufacturing 

  Reduce cost of solar 

 financing, permitting 

 Public-Private partnership 

 



Solar Group Buy Programs 

Solar Trends 

What is a solar group buy  

How cities can benefit 

Ways cities can facilitate  
  group buys 

 Resources 

Questions 

 



Solar Trends 

© Earth Policy Institute/Bloomberg 

http://www.earth-policy.org/


Solar Trends 
HOME VALUES 

 

 Solar homes sold 20% 
faster and for 17% more 
that the equivalent non-
solar homes across 
several subdivisions 
construction by different 
builders. 

 
NREL (National Renewable Energy Laboratory) 



Solar Trends 



Solar Group Buy Program 
What is a Solar Group Buy? 
• The first “Solarize” campaign 

started as a grassroots effort in 
Portland, Oregon 

• Residents wanted to overcome 
the financial and logistical 
barriers to installing solar.  

• If they could organize a group of 
neighbors to “go solar” 
together,  they could collectively 
make an informed purchase and 
negotiate a volume discount.  

 

 
 



Solar Group Buy Program 

Solarize 
Program 
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Solar Group Buy Program 
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Solar Group Buy Program 

• Educate consumers about how 
solar works so they feel 
confident and knowledgeable  

• Educate customers about the 
importance of energy efficiency  

• Encourage people to visit 
libraries, businesses, galleries 
and other spots in your 
community 

• Promote solar-friendly 
businesses and organizations 

• Partner with local newspapers 
and radio stations   

 
 



Solar Group Buy Program 
• Solar Riverwest 

– 17 homeowners installed 52 kW 

• Solar Bay View 

– 38 homeowners installed 138 kW 

• Solar LBWN & Washington Heights  

– 13 home & business owners  
installed 48 kW 

• Solar East Side 

– 26 homes installed 84 kW 

• Milwaukee Shines & Solar Shorewood 

– 52 homes installed 174 kW 
 

Total 146 homes installed 496 kW of solar 

 



How Cities Can Benefit 



How Cities Can Facilitate Group Buys 

• Permitting 

• Planning 

• Zoning 

• A point of contact at the City to answer solar 
questions 

• Education for City staff 

• A solar friendly community 



How Cities Can Facilitate Group Buys 



Want to Learn More?  
 

 National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory Solarize Guidebook  

Grow Solar 

U.S. Department of Energy 

SunShot 

Milwaukee Shines  

Midwest Renewable Energy 

Association  



Questions? 
 

CONTACT: 

Elizabeth Hittman 

solar@milwaukee.gov 

414-286-5593 
 


