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Founded in 1870, the Wisconsin Academy applies the sciences, arts, and 
letters to bring context, civilized discussion, and meaningful action to 
the most important issues of today. We create spaces—public forums, 
art galleries, publications—where citizens join together to examine 
the challenges of our times, suggest solutions, and look at the world 
in new ways. We celebrate and preserve Wisconsin’s human, cultural, 
and natural resources. In this way the Wisconsin Academy connects 
people and ideas for a better Wisconsin—and we’ve been doing it for 
140 years. 

This year with our annual report, we’re sharing with our members 
more of how our organization operates. After all, it’s your Wisconsin 
Academy. And your support through membership and donations allows 
us to produce high-quality programs and share them with the public. 
Here are some program highlights from 2010:

the james watrous Gallery
•	 received	a	second	Partnership	Grant	from	the	Wisconsin	Arts	Board	

to share with the state the winners of the prestigious Wisconsin Arts 
Board Visual Arts Fellowship program

•	 was	 ranked	 fourth	of	96	 statewide	applicants	 for	NEA	 federal	
stimulus grant funds, resulting in a grant at the highest funding level 
available ($25,000) with approval from the state of Wisconsin

•	 received	materials	on	loan	from	three	major	institutions:	The	Renwick	
Gallery of the smithsonian Institution, the Milwaukee Art Museum, 
and the Milwaukee Public Museum

•	 increased	visitors	from	9,737	last	year	to	10,263	this	fiscal	year	while	
reducing overall expenses

Wisconsin People & Ideas Magazine
•	 remains	the	number	one	reason	people	join	the	Wisconsin	Academy.	

(Anyone can join, and the magazine is free to all members.)

•	 completed	its	56th	continuous	year	of	publication.	The	quarterly	maga-
zine remains the only statewide print publication in the nation that 
regularly features poetry, short stories, and artwork in a variety of media, 
as well as articles that cover science, technology, and the environment 

•	 was	distributed	to	70	bookstores,	80	 libraries,	and	all	state	elected	
officials

•	 collaborated	with	Portal	Wisconsin	on	the	multimedia	Voices	of	Rural	
Wisconsin project in an effort to capture authentic and authoritative 
voices discussing rural concerns in our state

academy evenings
•	 presented	a	 series	of	eight	highly	acclaimed	“Wisconsin	2050:	

Pioneering the Future” public conversations at the overture center 
in Madison and another six in venues across the state: Wausau, 
Ashland, Milwaukee, sheboygan, Menasha, and Hudson. Each 
of these programs stimulated and entertained attendees, with 
presenters offering solutions and directions for moving our state and 
world forward.  

•	 downloads	of	Academy	Evenings	programs	on	portalwisconsin.org	
exceeded	20,000,	and	annual	visits	to	our	website	topped	230,000.	

•	 for	the	first	time,	130	individuals	joined	Academy	Evening	presenta-
tions from the comfort of their home computers as they happened.

We thank you as members and sponsors of the Wisconsin Academy 
for making our programs successful and for sharing them with others. 
Please join us in celebrating and valuing Wisconsin’s unique assets by 
recommending membership in the Wisconsin Academy to your friends, 
too. Invite them to our special community of the mind that helps make 
us all better citizens. Joining online is easy at wisconsinacademy.org.

—Margaret Lewis, executive director

Highlights of the Wisconsin Academy 2009–2010 Season
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“Exhibiting at the James Watrous Gallery assists us “out-staters” in developing a more significant 
  audience for our work and forging new connections to peers.”

—Carol Emmons, Visual Artist and Wisconsin Academy Member
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President
Jim Armstrong, Madison
Immediate-past President
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Vice President of Sciences
Millard Susman, Madison
Vice President of Arts
Linda Ware, Wausau
Vice President of Letters
Marianne Lubar, Milwaukee
Council Secretary
Claire Hackmann, Milwaukee
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Council Members
Les Alldritt, Washburn
Dean Amhaus, Milwaukee
John Ashley, Sauk City
Patricia (Pat) Brady, Madison
Terry Brown, Kenosha
Richard Burgess, Madison
Mary Lynne Donohue, Sheboygan
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Reed Hall, Marshfield
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Foundation Board
The Wisconsin Academy Foundation is incorporated as a 
charitable, tax-exempt foundation to oversee the profes-
sional management of the Wisconsin Academy endowment. 
Responsible primarily for investment oversight, the Foun-
dation Board also assists the Wisconsin Academy in 
developing relationships that benefit its programs.

President
Doug Hoerr, Barneveld
Vice President
Greg Dombrowski, Verona
Treasurer
Howard Marklein, Spring Green
Secretary
Nancy Noeske, Milwaukee

Jim Armstrong , Madison
Marian Bolz, Madison
Terry Haller, Madison
Jack Kussmaul, Woodman
Margaret Lewis, Middleton
Jim Perry, Larsen
Andrew Richards, Monona
David J. Ward, Sturgeon Bay

Wisconsin Academy Council
The Council is the governing body of the Wisconsin Academy. Representing various regions of the state, the Council acts on behalf 
of Wisconsin Academy members. The Council sets policy and participates in strategic planning to implement the Wisconsin Academy 
mission of connecting people and ideas for a better Wisconsin. Council members also identify resources and community partners to 
help the Wisconsin Academy grow. 

The Wisconsin Academy is in debt to the 
outstanding	 service	 of	 over	 16	 years	 by	
two retiring Wisconsin Academy Founda-
tion Board members: dan Gelatt, President 
of NMT corporation of La crosse and tom 
boldt, cEo, Boldt company of Appleton.   
Boldt also served for three years as President 
of the Wisconsin Academy council from 
2006–2008.	Gelatt	was	 the	 faithful	 Trea-
surer of the Wisconsin Academy Foundation 
Board for 12 years. We thank these servants 
of a better Wisconsin for their unflinching 
integrity, generous contributions of time 
and resources, and faithful stewardship of 
the gifts given to the Wisconsin Academy 
over several decades. These two remarkable 
Wisconsin business and philanthropic leaders 
are worthy of our deepest gratitude. 

Wisconsin Academy members and staff 
are also most grateful for the service of other 
retiring staff and council members, including 
Gail kohl for her 17 years of service as 
development director; past Wisconsin 
Academy President (1999), rolf wegenke; 
former state legislator stan Gruszynski 
who co-chaired the Wisconsin Academy’s 
Wisconsin Idea project: The Future of Farming 
and Rural Life in Wisconsin; and douglas 
hastad, President of carroll college, a 
generous host of the council in Waukesha.

This year the Wisconsin Academy council 
welcomes three new members: Patricia (Pat) 
Brady, Terry Brown, and Joseph (Joe) Heim.

Patricia brady retired in 2010 
after a thirty-year career at the 
University of Wisconsin system, 
where she served as the UW 
system General counsel since 

2002. Before becoming general counsel, 
Brady served as deputy general counsel and 
senior system legal counsel for UW system. 
she is a regular speaker on legal issues in 
higher education, and has taught higher 
education law at UW–Madison.

terry brown is Provost and Vice 
chancellor for Academic Affairs 
at UW–Parkside. As provost, 
Brown’s duties include super-
vision of curriculum, teaching, 

faculty appointments, academic resources, 
and support programs. In addition to 
overseeing the university’s thirty-three under-
graduate major and three Masters program, 
she supervises the center for community 
Partnerships and the UW–Parkside Library, 
as well as Advising and career services, 
campus Technology services, and student 
support services.

joseph heim is a former chair 
of the Department of Political 
science/Public Administration 
at UW–Lacrosse and current 
Director of the Public Adminis-

tration Program at the university. A political 
analyst for WKBT–TV (Lacrosse) and occa-
sional guest analyst on WPR, Heim is a 
Governor’s Appointee to the Wisconsin 
Educational	Approval	Board	 (2003–present)	
as well as a member of the Wisconsin Judi-
cial campaign Integrity committee (a state 
Bar committee) and a number of profes-
sional associations including the American 
society of Public Administration and the 
Wisconsin Political science Association.

Wisconsin Academy Recognizes Extraordinary Service

Back row: armstrong, mielke, potter, ashley, Burgess, perry, marklein, heim. front row: 
lewis, Knox, Brady, hackmann, Ward, susman, hall, and ishikawa at Wisconsin academy 
council meeting hosted by promega and BTci, december 2010
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shirley s. abrahamson (1982) 
chief Justice, Wisconsin supreme 
court

julius adler (1996) 
Professor of biochemistry and 
genetics, UW–Madison

George archibald (1988) 
co–founder and director, Interna-
tional crane Foundation, Baraboo

emily auerbach (2006) 
Professor of English, UW–Madison

alfred bader (1986) 
Art collector and former chairman, 
Aldrich chemical company, 
Milwaukee

karen johnson boyd (2003) 
Arts executive and gallery owner, 
Racine

nina Leopold bradley (2001) 
conservationist, Baraboo

nancy ekholm burkert (1986) 
Literary illustrator

Molly carnes (2006) 
Physician and professor of medicine, 
UW school of Medicine and Public 
Health, Madison

sean carroll (2008) 
Professor of molecular biology and 
genetics, UW–Madison

Ferne caulker (1990) 
choreographer, director of Ko–Thi 
Dance company, Milwaukee

alta charo (2005) 
Biomedical ethicist, UW Law school

catherine b. cleary (1982)* 
Former chairwoman, First Wisconsin 
Trust company, Milwaukee

warrington colescott (1988) 
Artist and printmaker, professor of 
art, UW–Madison

william cronon (2006) 
Professor of history, UW–Madison

james crow (1984) 
Professor emeritus, Department of 
Genetics, UW–Madison

richard davidson (2004) 
Neuroscientist and psychologist, 
UW–Madison, and director of the 
center for Investigating Healthy 
Minds

richard davis (2004) 
Bass player and professor of music, 
UW–Madison

hector deLuca (2002) 
Professor and chair, Department of 
Biochemistry, UW–Madison

john deMain (2006) 
Music director and conductor, 
Madison symphony orchestra

Michael dombeck (2008) 
Global Environmental Management 
Pioneer Professor, UW–stevens 
Point, and UW system Fellow

william dove (2009) 
Professor of oncology and medical 
genetics, UW–Madison

Ian duncan (2009) 
Professor of neurology, 
UW–Madison school of Veterinary 
Medicine

Michael Fiore (2004) 
Physician and smoking cessation 
researcher, UW–Madison

janine Geske (2008) 
Marquette University Law school 
professor and former Wisconsin 
supreme court Justice, Milwaukee

raymond Gloeckler (2002) 
Wood engraving artist and Art 
Department professor emeritus, 
UW–Madison

john Gurda (2009) 
Author, historian, and columnist for 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

jo handelsman (2009) 
Professor of bacteriology and 
co–director of the Women in 
science and Engineering Leadership 
Institute at UW–Madison

john harmon (2005) 
composer, pianist, and educator, 
Winneconne

Paul G. hayes (1986) 
Former Milwaukee Journal reporter, 
cedarburg

sister esther heffernan (2002) 
Professor emerita of social science, 
Edgewood college, Madison

Geneva johnson (1994) 
President and chief executive 
officer, Family service America Inc., 
Milwaukee

james r. johnson (1985) 
Former Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing executive, River Falls

roland johnson (1986) 
Director emeritus, Madison 
symphony orchestra

Laura kiessling (2008) 
Hilldale Professor of chemistry 
and Laurens Anderson Professor of 
Biochemistry, UW–Madison

anne kingsbury (2008) 
Mixed media artist and manager, 
Woodland Pattern Book center, 
Milwaukee

joanne kluessendorf (2005) 
Museum director and professor, 
UW–Fox Valley

ruth deyoung kohler (1989) 
Director, John Michael Kohler Arts 
center, sheboygan

ellen kort (2005) 
Poet and first Wisconsin Poet 
Laureate, Appleton

Melvin r. Laird (2003) 
Former U.s. secretary of Defense

barbara brown Lee (2008) 
chief educator, Milwaukee Art 
Museum

david Lenz (2009) 
Painter and 2009 winner of the 
smithsonian’s National Portrait 
Gallery competition, shorewood

Gerda Lerner (1994) 
Professor emerita of history, 
UW–Madison

harvey Littleton (2001) 
Glass artist, spruce Pine, North 
carolina

truman t. Lowe (2005) 
Artist, UW–Madison professor, 
curator of National Museum of the 
American Indian, Washington Dc 

nancy o. Lurie (1986) 
curator of anthropology, 
Milwaukee Public Museum

katharine c. Lyall (2003) 
Former UW system President

dennis G. Maki (2003) 
Professor UW–Medical school, 
Madison

Lorrie Moore (2009) 
Award–winning author and 
Delmore schwartz Professor in the 
Humanities at UW–Madison

karlos Moser (2009) 
University opera conductor and 
Fox Valley symphony founding 
conductor

warren nelson (2005) 
Founder and former producer and 
executive director of Lake superior 
Big Top chautauqua

sara o’connor (1993) 
Former managing director, 
Milwaukee Repertory Theatre

rev. Francis Paul Prucha (1986) 
Professor of history, Marquette 
University, Milwaukee

sister joel read (1985) 
Former President, Alverno college, 
Milwaukee

don reitz (1986) 
Former professor of art education, 
UW–Madison

walter sava (2006) 
Executive director emeritus, Latino 
Arts and United community center, 
Milwaukee

Irving shain (1996) 
chancellor Emeritus, UW–Madison

bassam Z. shakhashiri (2005) 
Professor of chemistry, 
UW–Madison

Peter sheehan (2006) 
curator of geology, Milwaukee 
Public Museum

ben sidran (1996) 
Musician, composer, producer, 
Madison

hans sollinger (2006) 
surgeon and professor of medicine, 
University of Wisconsin school of 
Medicine and Public Health

kenneth starr (1985) 
Director emeritus, Milwaukee Public 
Museum

athan theoharis (2003) 
Professor of history, Marquette 
University, Milwaukee

james a. thomson (2002) 
Professor, UW–Madison Medical 
school, and scientific director, 
Wicell Research Institute

kerry trask (2008) 
Professor of history, 
UW–Manitowoc

tom uttech (2004) 
Artist, saukville

ronald wallace (1996) 
Author, poet, professor of English, 
UW–Madison

Lee weiss (1985) 
Watercolor artist, Madison

allen young (2002) 
Vice President for collections, 
Research, and Public Programs, 
Milwaukee Public Museum

robert s. Zigman (1989) 
chairman, Zigman Joseph skeen 
Inc., Milwaukee

Do you have a question for a 
particular Wisconsin Academy 
Fellow or questions about how 
to nominate a Fellow in your 
area of the state? 

 
send us an e-mail at  
fellows@wisconsinacademy.org.

Wisconsin Academy Fellows
Wisconsin Academy Fellows are elected for high levels of accom-
plishment in their fields as well as a lifelong commitment to 
intellectual discourse and public service. These distinguished 
individuals from a wide range of disciplines provide ideas and 
inspiration for our programs and projects. Fellows are limited to 
a hundred at any given time. Our current Fellows are listed below 
with the year of their induction in parentheses.

“Wisconsin People & Ideas is the best magazine 
  distributed in Wisconsin. First class.”

—Sandy Wilcox, President Emeritus, UW Foundation

*Ms. Cleary passed away in 2010
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contributions of  
$10,000 and above
Anonymous
The Evjue Foundation Inc., the chari-

table arm of The Capital Times
Daniel and Roberta Gelatt
Good for Business communications
Huston Design
Johnson Bank
Ruth DeYoung Kohler
Marshall & Ilsley Foundation
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation
Wisconsin Alumni Research 

Foundation 
Wisconsin Arts Board

contributions of  
$5,000 to $9,999
Tom and Renee Boldt
The chipstone Foundation
James crow
Dane county cultural Affairs 

commission
W. Jerome Frautschi
Walter A. and Dorothy Jones 

Frautschi charitable Unitrust
Robert and carroll Heideman
Jack Kussmaul, in memory of Grace 

and Rud Kussmaul
Morgridge Institute for Research
Park Printing solutions 
Thedacare
University of Wisconsin–Madison

contributions of  
$2,500 to $4,999
Ronald Daggett Estate
claire and Glen Hackmann
Terry Haller
James Haney
sheldon and Marianne Lubar Fund 

of the Lubar Family Foundation
John and sally Mielke
The suzanne and Richard Pieper 

Family Foundation
University of Wisconsin system
Tom Wolfe and Pat Powers

contributions of  
$1,000 to $2,499
John H. Ashley, Jr.
Anita Been
Todd Berry and Margaret s. Lewis
Marian and Jack Bolz
William and Karen Boyd
Richard and Ann Burgess
Mary Lynne Donohue and Tim Van 

Akkeren
susan Earley and Harry Miles
Doubletree Hotel
John J. Frautschi
Robert Goodman
George and Jane Kaiser
carol Knox

Jesse and Nancy Ishikawa
Katharine c. Lyall
Howard and Peggy Marklein
Marshfield clinic
Nancy Noeske
Ann Peckham
James and Joy Perry
David Prosser
Irving and Millie shain
Tim and Pat size
Robert and Barbara sorensen
James and Jinny swartout
John and carol Toussaint
UW–Madison center for World 

Affairs and the Global Economy 
(WAGE)

Gerald Viste
Linda and Lane Ware
Windway Foundation
Wisconsin Energy corporation 

Foundation
Wisconsin Humanities council
Daniel Zielinski

contributions of  
$500 to $999
Dean Amhaus
oscar and Pat Boldt
Anne Bolz
Richard Davidson
Michael and Patricia Dombeck
Greg and MaryAnn Dombrowski
Lynne and William Eich
JoAnne Robbins and David Falk
constance Godfrey
Ruth Goetz
Doug and Nancy Hastad
Doug and Andrea Hoerr
Bruce Jacobs
stephen Morton
Tom and Teresa Pleger
Andrew Richards
shirley Wilde

contributions of  
$250 to $499
Ray Evert
Bernard Friedman
Derrick and Janet Gee
Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s 

Paul and Philia Hayes Fund
Bonnie and Duane Hendrickson
Arthur Hove
David M. Lenz
Murco Foundation
Emily Nissley
Glenn Reinl and sara Krebsbach
David J. Ward

contributions of  
$100 to $249
shirley and seymour Abrahamson
Norman and Peggy Anderson
Alicia Ashman
Alfred Bader

Brenda Baker and Dean Gore
Doris Marie Bauer
Leonard Berkowitz
Eliot Butler
Arnold and Donna chandler
Karen cowan
Kathy and Larry Dickerson
Loyal and Bernice Durand
Frederick and Ivy Edelman
Joseph and Joann Elder
David Engleson
Betty Ferris
Kenneth and Mary Foote
David and Evalyn Frasch
Raymond Gloeckler
stan Gruszynski
Phil and Mary Jane Hamilton
Frank Horlbeck
Phyllis Huffman
Tom Jerow
Esther Kaplan
Ruth Kearl
Gordon King
David and Paula Kraemer
Barbara Brown Lee
Roma Lenehan
Kent Lesandrini
Truman Lowe
Nancy Lurie
stewart Macaulay
LaMoine and Mary Ellen 

MacLaughlin
Valerie Mannis
Marie Mccabe
Thomas and Nancy Mohs
Mary Niedermeier
PPc Foundation
calvin and Betty Potter
christopher Queram
Tim Reilley and Janet Nelson
Timothy and Kris Riley
Ted and Wendy Rose
Ruder Ware
Walter seaborg
Dean and orange schroeder
Marcus singer
Michael and Joan spector
Alex and Amy squitieri
Wayne stroessner
constance Threinen
Rolf Wegenke
Frank and Mariana Weinhold
Lee Weiss
Donald and Kate Wilson
Anne Zellhoefer

contributions of  
$99 and below
Irmgard Andrew
Mary Anglim
Martha Taylor and Gary Antoniewicz
Janine Arseneau
Richard and Elizabeth Askey
Ray and Hazel Bayley
charles Bentley

Todd I. & Betty J. Berens
stephen Born
Beth campbell
Barry carlsen
Kelly and Mayre Lee clifton
Pamela clinkenbeard
George and Mary condon
charles cornwell
William J. courtenay
Amy cropper 
Laura DeGolier 
William and Joan Dehnel
Henry Drewal
Jeanne Engle
Richard and Frances Erney
Jane and Patrick Fitzgibbons
D.J. Freeman
Joan Freeman
Perry Frey
Aris Georgiades
Lullit Getachew
Robert Gomez
Ralph Guettinger
carl and Mary Gulbrandsen
sue and Dan Haislmaier
Donald and Beverly Haugen
Joe Heim
Joyce & Tom Hirsch
c. J. Hribal
John and Karen Icke
Hugh Iltis
John Kabot
Barbara Karavolas
steve and Lynn Karges 
catherine Kasriel
Tammy Kempfert
Moria and Edward Krueger
Linda Lewenauer
Allan and Betty Lewis
Jennifer Lodde
orie Loucks
Ginger Mack
Mari Mccarty
Gene and Beatrice Musolf
Mikkel Nelson
Philip orpurt
Meredith and Ann ostrom
Paul Pagel
sue and Keith Plasterer 
catherine s. Quinn
John Race 
Beth Racette
Margaret Rasch and David J. stute
Phyllis Reisdorf 
Barbara Rice
Natalie A. Roberts
John and Glennette Rosenow
Janet Ross
Walter and Amelia Rugland
cheryl sanchez-Kazi 
Denis sargent
William J. and Eileen A. scanlon 
Richard and Ruth schauer
Peg and Toby sherry 
John shimon and Julie Lindemann

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters
In appreciation of our 2009–2010 season supporters
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(cont’d) 
Robert and Judith siegfried 
Galen and Rose smith 
sandy smith
carolyn sneed
Donald Thompson
Gus and Linda Tiboris
Nathan Tiziani
Patricia Townsend
Maxine Triff 
Ruth Tsotsis 
Elizabeth Tuttle
Georgene Vitense
Ron and Peg Wallace
John and Nancy Webster
sally Whiffen 
Lynn Whitford
Helen Wineke 
Jeremy Wolf
clifford and shirley Wood 
Rosalind Woodward
Allen Young

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters
In appreciation of our 2009–2010 in-kind contributors, community partners, and volunteers

academy evenings
Liaquat Ahamed
Appleton Education Foundation
George Archibald
Tom Boldt
center for Investigating Healthy

Minds
Warrington colescott
Richard Davidson
Discovery World
Timothy Donohue
Dudley Tower
Good for Business communications
John W. Hall 
Erica and Richard Halverson
Isthmus Publishing
Molly Jahn 
Michael Lovell
Madison city channel 12
Madison Museum of

contemporary Art
Bill McKibben
Mead Public Library
Milwaukee Art Museum
clay Nesler
Northland college
Jonathan Patz
Phipps center for the Arts
Joel Rodgers
Ruder Ware Law offices
Michael Thornton
Kerry Trask
Lynet Uttal
UW–Madison Arboretum
UW–River Falls
Katherine cramer Walsh
Jeffrey G. Williamson
Wisconsin Institute for Public Policy

and service
Wisconsin Public Television

Wisconsin Veterans Museum
WisPolitics/WisBusiness
UW–Fox Valley
UW–River Falls

administrative
Anna Bourdeau
Boldt company
center for Photography at Madison
Kathy and Larry Dickerson
Edenfred, the Arts Residence of

the Terry Family Foundation
Johnson Bank
Madison community Foundation
overture center for the Arts
Portal Wisconsin
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.

james watrous Gallery
Terese Agnew
Reginald Baylor
Nancy Eckholm Burkert
Jessica calderwood
carl corey
Dane county cultural Affairs
Pat Dillon
Laura Dronzek
Lois Ehlert
Leah Evans
sarah Gagnon
Julie Ganser
Glendale school, Madison
Renée Graef
Lisa Gralnick 
Phil Hamilton
Kevin Henkes
Kathleen T. Horning
Kay Knight 
Lisa Koch
Ginny Moore Kruse

Barbara Lawton
shayna Leib
Madison Arts commission
Madison children’s Museum
Madison Public Library
Annette Mahler
David McLimans
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Public Library
Milwaukee Public Museum
chris Niver
Douglas Rosenberg
Denis sargent 
Marilyn sohi
T.L. solien
smithsonian Institution
Roy staab
George Tzougros
UW–Madison cooperative

children’s Book center
UW–Madison school of

Human Ecology
Michael Velliquette
Jeremy Wineberg
Wingra school
Wisconsin Arts Board
Wisconsin Humanities council

Wisconsin People & Ideas 
Andy Adams
Dwight Allen
George Archibald
Linda Aschbrenner
Avol’s Bookstore, Madison
Bill Berry
B.J. Best
Doug Bradley
Mark Brautigam
Anthony and Brenda Bredahl
Nickolas Butler

Alison Jones chaim
Maryellen charbonneau
Jody clowes
Dino corvino
Edenfred, the Arts Residence of

the Terry Family Foundation
James Gill
Good for Business communications
John Gurda
Richard Halverson
Kathleen T. Horning
Huston Design
Tammy Kempfert
Jesse Lee Kercheval
Anne Kingsbury
T.J. Lambert/stages Photography 
Jean Lang
John Lehman
Beth L. Lueck
Tom Montag
Wilda Nilsestuen
Gary N-ski
Park Printing solutions
Ann Peckham
susan speth
Lester smith
Nathan Trick
Zane Williams Photography
Wisconsin Book Festival
Wisconsin Public Television

Give to the wisconsin academy
You’ve likely participated in our programs during the past year. You also understand how 
critical these programs are to making our state a better, more culturally and intellectu-
ally richer place to live. By supporting the Wisconsin Academy you can help spread these 
programs—and knowledge—across the state.

Make an investment in people and ideas that make a better Wisconsin with a donation to 
the Wisconsin Academy. Whether you give at $50 or $5,000, you have an opportunity to 
direct the course of our state.

Please send us a tax-deductable gift today in the enclosed envelope or visit 
wisconsinacademy.org and click the “Donate” button to contribute safely and securely 
online. contact development director Alison Alter at aalter@wisconsinacademy.org or 
call	608-263-1692	to	discuss	ways	in	which	you	can	support	the	Wisconsin	Academy.	

Would you like to volunteer 
as an Academy Evenings usher, 
Watrous Gallery attendant, or 
contribute writing to Wisconsin 
People & Ideas?

contact Jason A. smith at  
jsmith@wisconsinacademy.org.
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Wisconsin Academy 
Member Profile

Tom Boldt 
President, The Boldt Company, Appleton 

Wisconsin Academy Member since 1994

Why are you a member of the Wisconsin Academy?
My family has always placed a high value on education. Growing 
up in the college town of Appleton, I attended lectures and regu-
larly heard famous and not so famous speakers at Lawrence 
University. Because the liberal arts were valued by my family, I 
chose the liberal arts for my own education. A liberal arts educa-
tion was a way to continue to learn and explore, look at different 
ideas, get a bit uncomfortable, and be involved. The Wisconsin 
Academy embodies the liberal arts with its commitment to the 
sciences, arts and letters. I also like its lofty goals—to connect 
people and ideas for a better Wisconsin—and its sensitivity to 
respect and share the state’s intellectual resources, both public 
and private.

How has the Wisconsin Academy been meaningful to you?
It has been educational for me. The people I have met through the 
Academy have helped me grow. They share similar, broad inter-
ests and are involved in bettering their own communities.

Which aspects of the Academy matter most to you?
I support the communication of ideas. The magazine, lecture 
series, gallery for Wisconsin artists, and Wisconsin Idea public 
policy projects all do that. The Academy has originated mean-
ingful conversations to the attention of a broad audience on many 
topics, helping us better understand the politics and culture of 
the Middle East, energy, early childhood brain development, even 
how to age better. Blogs, computer screens, and newspapers 
can’t take the place of face-to-face conversations between people 
and experts. These important dialogs add dimension to your set 
of beliefs. 

Do these programs have an impact on your part of the state?
Let me tell you about a program that was part of a series of 
lectures in the Fox Valley called “Brain to Five,” of which the 
Wisconsin Academy was a catalyst. Dr. Richard Davidson 
[Wisconsin Academy Fellow, 2004] of UW–Madison’s Waisman 
Center spoke to K–12 teachers and more than five hundred 

people in our community about how happy people are compas-
sionate people. This has inspired a project in our public schools 
where our ten thousand children will create their picture of 
compassion on a six-by-six inch square, and write a paragraph 
about how that picture represents their concept. Then each of 
these will be displayed in our Trout Museum of Art to share with 
all the children’s parents and the community at large. Imagine the 
lines of parents wanting to see their child’s square. Think about 
the impact of twenty to forty thousand people in our community 
talking about compassion.

What would you like to see the Wisconsin Academy do more of?
Adapt to the ways people are receiving information. Engage with 
other organizations. Help make more people aware of how impor-
tant an addition Academy membership is to their intellectual life. 
For example, I don’t know anything about basket weaving, which 
was featured on the front of the fall 2010 magazine. But I can be 
sure it will make for interesting conversation, and I will learn 
something about a Wisconsin asset.

Why should others become a member or invest in the 
Wisconsin Academy?
The Academy is a way for people to help develop themselves. It 
is a vehicle for us to tackle important issues. It is for anyone who 
cares about Wisconsin and its intellectual and cultural assets. 
And it is about being an educated voter and citizen. Education 
is a great freedom that should be exploited. I like the way the 
Academy reaches out to all citizens of Wisconsin. To fulfill this 
mission requires resources to expand programs and visibility. 
I have invested a lot of time and effort in the cause of sharing 
knowledge for a better society, and want to see the Academy 
succeed and continue to expand so that others can benefit from 
these programs.

“By creating programs about—and providing awareness of—Wisconsin’s 
  vibrant culture, the Wisconsin Academy does a lot for our state. I very 
  much appreciate their work.” 

—Wisconsin Academy Member Allyn Ziegenhagen, Pewaukee

a very Important Invitation
We invite you to become a member of the Wisconsin 
Academy. Membership is open to anyone interested in art, 
nature, and the life of the mind … and willing to share this 
life with others. our members come from all over Wisconsin, 
from all walks of life, and enjoy being a part of a 140-year 
tradition of civic engagement and civil discourse. 

Becoming a member of the Wisconsin Academy is easy. Visit 
wisconsinacademy.org and click on the “Join” button or 
call	608-263-1692	to	begin	your	membership	today.
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Statement of Financial Position
as of June 30, 2010

Assets
Cash and other assets .................................................  $ 62,134
Pledges receivable.......................................................  41,500
Certificates of deposit – restricted ..............................  12,452
Fixed assets, net ..........................................................  60,780
Other assets ................................................................ $ 13,403

Total Assets .................................................................  $ 190,269

Liabilities
Line of credit ...............................................................  $ 85,000
Accounts Payable ........................................................  11,741
Unearned revenue .......................................................  13,504
Other liabilities ............................................................ $ 20,111

Total Liabilities ............................................................ $ 130,356

Total Net Assets ..........................................................  59,913

Total Liabilities and Net Assets ...................................  $ 190,269

This is a summarized financial presentation. Complete audited financial statements 
are available upon request. 

Auditors: Wipfli

Statement of Activity
Fiscal year ending June 30, 2010

Revenue
Donations .................................................................... $ 273,084
Wisconsin Academy Foundation Distributions.............  263,072
In-kind services ...........................................................  86,211
Grant revenue .............................................................  51,786
Membership dues ........................................................  20,150
Other Revenue ............................................................ $ 19,015

Total Revenue ............................................................. $ 713,318

Expenses
Program-related expenses ...........................................  424,064
Membership and Development ...................................  148,000
Office, audit, interest & other admin expenses ...........  102,145
Building, insurance, depreciation ................................ $ 30,354

Total Expenses ............................................................ $ 704,563

Change in net assets ................................................... $ 8,755

Net assets – Beginning of year .................................... $ 51,158

Net assets – End of year ............................................. $ 59,913

Donations    38%
Wisconsin Academy Foundation Distributions 37%
In-kind Services    12%
Grant Revenue       7%
Membership Dues      3%
Other      3%

James Watrous Gallery and other art programs 25%
Wisconsin People & Ideas magazine 
 and electronic communications   24%
Membership & Development   21%
Wisconsin Academy Evenings   11%
Office, audit, interest & other admin. expenses 15%
Building, insurance, depreciation     4%

Wisconsin Academy 2010 year-End Financial Statement

Fiscal year 2010  Revenues (Fiscal year ending June 30, 2010)

Fiscal year 2010  Expenses (Fiscal year ending June 30, 2010)


